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Local volunteers are teaming up to work on
“about 55-service projects-throughout the Fort
' Wayne area today for the 18th annual Umted Way
Day.of Caring. &

About 1,500 volunteers maklng up teams
from 45 dlfferent business and organizations will
take part in service activities to better the com-
munity, such as sanitizing toys, painting rooms,
washing windows and landscapmc7

“[ think it really helps to connect our donors
and our volunteers with the community that they
are trying to make better,” United Way spokes-
woman Mary Tyndall said. = -~
R Tyndall said the event. is a httle blgger than

prev1ous years, and the partlc1pants are enthusi-
astic to get started on their various projects. The
teams met with the agencies they are helping in
advance to determine what needs to be done. Of-
‘ten times, Tyndall said; the volunteers will add
things to the list, doing more than Just the mlnl
mum service project.. -

- “A lot of the teams really go above and beyond

what is expected,” shesaid. = -
- Trelleborg Sealing: Soluttons will spruce ‘up
‘and landscape around the Southeast Family
YMCA,; while the Bair CPA Group and Heritage
High School-Cheerleaders will paint, landscape
, and clean'Nebraska Elementary School. Other
agencies that volunteers will help with include
SCAN Safety Village and the Red Cross.
. Certain volunteer groups, such as' GE, have
' partxmpated in the event for several years now. At
times, the volunteers will take their work beyond -
" the Day-of Caring and come back throughout the
yearto finish or improve on projects. - -
© o “We work with a lot of these partners all year
“ round ” Tyndall said. “United Way is often that
. bridge between the compames bushmess and the
-_social service agencies.”
: qohnston@]g net - o




: Department who came up w:tli the idea for the project after watchmg
the water runoff at the new teaching and office facility. The Day of *
Caring began this morning with a breakfast at Headwaters
1,500 volunteers will be involved in the commumtywxde service projects -
this year. Teams from 45 local businesses, orgamza’uons and local Iabor
-are handlmg 55 service projects. : : , -
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bout 1, 500 volunteers braved the heat and hurmdlty,

Thursday to give back to the commumty as part of .

: the United Way of Allen County S lSth annual Day .
of Carmv., v SF ‘

ro ects that ran’ d from pulhng weeds to ‘amtlzmg toys.
' .at places in need of- an extra hand across the city.

- Here’sa look at Just a few of the pI‘OJCCtS Comple
Thursday 7

Bunldmg brldges

A group of engineers. -
from the local motors divi::
“sion and other employees at’

- General Electric dug into the
:mud outside of Early Child-
‘hood Alhance 516 E. Wayne
St to clear room for a tncy—
cle bndce. o Fs
. The: enomeers desrgned e
,”the wood~and -composite -
‘structure to'l tarry tots from -
.- the tricycle txack up-and over’
a frequently fiaveled stretch
of lawn that had become a.
mud pit, volunteér and eng1 =
neer Dave Smith & said;

_The volunteers hrought
their own power tools, plans
and coolers to help them
- tackle a day’s worth-of
chores at all three alhance
sites. a

GE employees try to
focus'their volunteer efforts . Kate Katrana and Wayne Hughes!
on organizations that benefit  of GE hang a ceiling Vent In the

children and oftenhold =~ . Early Chlldhood Allia
fundraisers to help. And the

staff haggles with suppliers ..

to provide appliancesor .
child-proof fire alarm panel X {
Photos by Samuel Hoffrman | The Journal Gazette - COVETS for groupsGE’works , ! See 5 pho o ga”ery from'the Day ; f_
Katie Relchert of Trelleborg Sealing Solutions collects_ hedge i Ca,mg at www Jouma|gazeﬁe net..
cllppmgs Thursday at the Southeast Famlly YMCA S i Carmg, Page 6A ' - ’ e §)
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* with, s volur
' ';Scott anengm

Tt grves employé a

- ;chance to see what the area
- “offers,” Scott said.“We're =
just trying to reconnect with

- the community. GE’s gota
“long hlstory in Fort Wayne,
and we're still here.”

- Ahand kup,

“Pat Skilbred. has seen
homeless pauents come‘int
th :

* she manages at St. Josep

Hosprtal for frostbite.
. Shewas glad tolearn -~
more about a refuge for

- homeless families as she

helped weed the grounds-

" _around Vincent House, a
" homieless shelter i m southeast
Fort Wayne g

- Health Network mulched
s pamted and even removed ,
-2 furniture at various Vmcent '

~* Village propetties in the" ’
i PonIJac Street’ area

) differehce; said Kel]ey Gra‘y;":"

, housmo coordi

) give back and pltched into’
remove old concrete from

- and his wife are staying as

" 'nothmg compared to what =

About 55 volunteers from A"'w Hoops and pnde o borh'qd look good It pro~ -
L d

The shelter{

g to reach9 degrees
. - Still, ‘employees with - =
L Trelleborg Sealmg Solutwns;}

adrmmstrauve assrstant any

' raking debns and cutting ,
~“small trees from the thick
green bushes that enelrcle

-~ The volunteers planned to:
. repaint the lines on the bas-
- ketball courts lnmmed wrth e

Greg Griffis wanted to :

behind:the: shelter, where ke’ g

- This was the ﬁrst ye -3
"’ company has p1tched in to 'g;

they wait for a house to e
become ‘available. -

1 appremate everythmg
everyone s done for'me. It’s

* children who five nearby ant
play year-round on the: bas-

“they’ve done for us,? anﬁs
*“said of his. cleanup efforts
Thursday :

good> it helps the nergh—-
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